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DETAILED ACTION 

The application of Hall, for an "Error handling scheme for time-critical processing 
environments" filed April 1 9, 2004, has been examined. 
Claims 1-11 are presented for examination. 
Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 USC § 102. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), 
by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a 
patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Wong 
etal. (U.S. Patent No. 6,871,350). 



As per claim 1, Wong discloses a method in a data processing device (col. .2, 
lines 40-45) comprising: directing commands to device driver logic to a jump table, the 
jump table directing the commands to device driver command processing logic (col. 4, 
lines 52-62) and Fig. 3 

as a result of detecting a device error (col. 5, lines 57-62), reconfiguring the jump 
table to return without invoking the command processing logic and in a manner that 
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indicates that the commands were successfully carried out (Fig. 4). 

As per claim 2, Wong discloses the driver logic is display driver logic (col. 4, lines 
34-40). 

As per claim 3, Wong discloses continuing to provide commands to the driver 
logic after detection of the error, the commands to configure a display frame (col. 6, 
lines 27-34) the provider of the commands acting to correct the error; and as a result of 
the correcting of the error, reconfiguring the jump table to again direct commands to the 
command processing logic (col. 6, lines 35-46). 

As per claim 4, Wong discloses the jump table comprised by a thunk layer 
between the caller and the driver logic (Fig. 2). 

As per claim 5, Wong discloses a memory (Fig. 1) suitable for use by a data 
processing device (col. 2, lines 40-45), comprising: logic to direct commands to device 
driver logic to a jump table, the jump table directing the commands to device driver 
command processing logic (col. 4, lines 52-62) and Fig. 3 

and logic to, as a result of detecting a device error (col. 5, lines 57-62), 
reconfigure the jump table to return without invoking the command processing logic and 
in a manner that indicates that the commands were successfully carried out (Fig. 4). 
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As per claim 6, Wong discloses the driver logic is display driver logic (col. 4, lines 
34-40). 

As per claim 7, Wong discloses logic to reconfigure the jump table to again 
invoke the command processing logic in response to correction of the error (col. 6, lines 
27-46). 

< 

As per claim 8, Wong discloses the jump table comprised by a thunk layer 
between the caller and the driver logic (Fig. 2). 

As per claim 9, Wong discloses a method comprising: as a result of detecting an 
error (col. 5, lines 57-62), reconfiguring command routing logic for device driver logic so 
that command processing logic of the device driver is not invoked and to return from 
commands in a manner indicative of successful completion of command processing 
(Fig. 4). 

As per claim 10, Wong discloses reconfiguring a thunk layer between application 
logic and driver logic to return from commands without invoking driver command 
processing logic (col. 5, lines 64-67 through col. 6, lines 1-6) and Fig. 3. 



» 
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As per claim 1 1 , Wong discloses as a result of correction of the error, 
reconfiguring the command routing logic to invoke command processing logic of the 
driver logic in response to commands (col. 6, lines 27-46). 

Related Prior Art 

The following prior art is considered to be pertinent to applicant's invention, but 
nor relied upon for claim analysis conducted above. 

Fulk (U.S. Patent No. 5,909,576), "Method and apparatus for using device drivers 
of a first operating system, under the control of a second operating system". 

Fedotov et al. (U.S. PG PUB No. 20040181796), "Real-time collaboration client". 

Mealey et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,991,822), "System for modifying functions of 
static device driver using a registered driver extension extended dynamically by 
providing an entry point for the driver extension". 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elmira Mehrmanesh whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 5531 The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert W. Beausoliel can be reached on (571) 272-3645. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



